
HOPE for Hyndman Charter School 
Board of Trustees 
Meeting Minutes 

August 15, 2017 - 6 p.m. 
 

The HOPE for Hyndman Charter School Board of Trustees held a special meeting on Tuesday, 
August 15, 2017, at 6:00 p.m. at HOPE for Hyndman Charter School. Those present:   
  
Members present:   Austin Christner – Board member 

Angela Coughenour – Board President 
Jerry Leydig – Board Vice President 
Ron Scritchfield – Board member 
Ellen Shroyer – Board Treasurer 
Jessie Spiker – Board member 

 
Members absent:   Ronnie Gibbner – Board member 

Donald Gross – Board member 
Christine McKenzie – Board Secretary 

 
 
Observers in attendance:  Dr. Tom Otis 

Tom Vent 
Brigette Emerick 
Ryan Schumm 
Aaron Detwiler – Bedford Gazette 
Carol Pirrello 
Anthony Pirrello 
George Barton 
Thea Hosselrode -- Board Administrative Assistant 

 
The meeting was called to order by A Coughenour at 6:01 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was 
recited, followed by a prayer. A Coughenour then did a board-member roll call. 
 
Agenda:  The meeting agenda was adopted with a motion by J Spiker, seconded by E Shroyer, and 
carried.  (Unan.) 
 
Public comments: None 
 
Old Business:    None 
 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS:  No reports. 
 
Discussion: 
 
Start of School:  Everything is ready to go.  The teachers return tomorrow and will have professional 
development Wednesday through Monday. Students start Tuesday. 
 
Emergency Response Plan:  There was a lot of preplanning with the FBI, the Railroad police, etc. 
when we created the plan.  It really paid off for us.  Things went really well after the train derailment; 
the plan was good.  There are a few “bugs” to work out but nothing major.  All were very pleased.  
There were many people and agencies in the building; everyone worked well under pressure.  All saw 
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the need for cell phones in the area.  Hopefully, we will get service.  At the Commissioners meeting, 
there were discussions about locations for a cell tower. 
 
U.S. News and World Report Bronze School:  HOPE has been designated as a bronze winner, which 
is the same as Bedford.   
 
 
New Business 
 
Executive Session:   At 6:11 p.m. J Leydig made a motion for the Board to enter into executive 
session for personnel reasons, seconded by E Shroyer.   
 
At 6:18 p.m. the Board entered into public session. 
 
Personnel:  A motion to approve the Personnel Items; to approve the 2017-18 Extra Duty/Extra pay 
list; to approve the 2017-18 Substitute List; to approve the 2017-18 Strengthening Families list; and to 
approve the 2017-18 After School/After 3 list, as per the documents in Google Drive, was made by J 
Leydig, seconded by A Christner, and carried.  (Unan.) 
 
A motion to hire Mr. Anthony Pirrello as CEO/Principal of HHCS, effective September 9, 2017, as per 
the document in Google Drive, was made by J Spiker, seconded by A Christner, and carried.  (Unan.) 
 
Mr. Pirrello thanked everyone.  He discussed going on a tour to a similar school as HOPE (one very 
connected to its community).  He thought, “What a gem.” He is honored to be a part of the school. 
 
Policies:  A motion to approve the updated Immunization Policy, as per the document in Google 
Drive, was made by J Spiker, seconded by A Christner, and carried.  (Unan.) 
 
General Operations:   
 
A motion to approve the Employee Insurance package, medical effective 10-1-17 and dental and 
vision effective 9/1/17, as per the documents in Google Drive, was made by J Leydig, seconded by E 
Shroyer, and carried.  (Unan.) 
 
The insurance rep called and said the packages will increase 13.6% for this year.  B Emerick ask the 
rep to see if the package could be lowered.  They ended up approving the package at a 7% increase.  
The vision has no changes from last year; the dental increased by $1,000.  Administration is pleased 
with these numbers. 
 
A motion to approve the contract between HHCS and IU8 for Guided Math Training by picking 
number 2 (IU8 will conduct two on-site trainings for elementary teachers.  One on August 21 and 
another on a future date during the school year, at a cost of $1,000), as per the document in Google 
Drive, was made by E Shroyer, seconded by J Spiker, and carried.  (Unan.) 
 
The options were: 

 
1. IU8 conduct one on-site training for elementary teachers on August 21 at the cost of 
$500. 
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2. IU8 conduct two on-site trainings for elementary teachers.  One on August 21 and 
another on a future date during the school year, at a cost of $1,000. 
*Recommended by the Administration 
3. IU8 conduct one training every quarter during the school year, starting with August 21 at 
a cost of $2,500. 

 
21st Century:  A motion to approve the 21st Century Personnel document, as per the document in 
Google Drive, was made by J Spiker, seconded by E Shroyer, and carried.  (Unan.) 
 
Miscellaneous:  A motion to approve the purchase of a 12-month school-wide site license for Get 
More Math at the cost of $1,750.00, as per the document in Google Drive, was made by E Shroyer, 
seconded by J Leydig, and carried.  (Unan.) 
 
Three faculty went to a training last year, and HOPE had a trial at the end of last year.  This will be 
used in addition to the current math program.  The site license saves HOPE $200 instead of using 
individual licenses.  The program will be used in grades 7-11.   
 
Public comment: None 
 
Ryan commented that expenses have been light the last few months.  Half of the 2017 audit is 
completed.   
 
Adjournment:  R Scritchfield made a motion, seconded by J Leydig, to adjourn the meeting. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 6:32 p.m.  
 
 
Submitted by Thea Hosselrode 
Board Administrative Assistant 


